REGILDING THE CRESCENT
convenient introduction   to the more  general
topics dealt with in subsequent chapters.
Of all the figures that .filled the political
screen before and after the downfall of the old
regime, none (with one baneful exception) was
more conspicuous than that of Major Enver
Bey, who, even more than his brother-officer,
Niazi, was the popular hero. Indeed, to see the
faces of the gaping multitude whenever one or
other of these gallant objects of its simple
homage rode through the streets with their
troops was to realise Carlyle's definition of hero-
worship as transcendent wonder. Not the face
of Ezekiel, son of Buzi, could have been more
transfigured when he looked upon the two-faced
cherubim than were those of the unsophisticated
Asiatics when they gazed upon these brave
soldiers. Enver is the correct young officer,
making the most of his inches, dapper, alert of
eye, with a pleasant manner; and. when the
writer met him just before his departure for
Berlin to take up the duties of military attach^, he
was full of enthusiasm for his profession and all
but indifferent to politics. It is said that he is
changed, and this, if true, is matter for regret,
since Turkey has enough men to do the talking,
butjof capable officers none too many. Yet it
would be unfair to credit all the fantastic